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these portraits can be sold here for 2/6 each, unframed.
Only a limited number will be published, and orders will
be executed in rotation.

[Signed] WILLIAM WHITELEY
WESTBOURNE GROVE
LONDON, W.

While the Bayswater Chronicle denounced the
" extraordinary vulgarity of a shopkeeper selling his
own portrait to his customers," The World asked
whether the announcement was a hoax, or merely sig-
nified that Whiteley had gone off his head with
success. The portraits, however, were duly exhibited,
and Whiteley's enemies claimed that when at the end
of ten days they were withdrawn from sale only four
of the half-crown copies had been sold to the public.

The Vestry had found Whiteley's position impreg-
nable so long as he had his solicitor to protect him.
But suddenly that barrier against their attacks was
loosened. For early in 1879 a City newspaper reported
that Roche was involved in trouble over the bankruptcy
of an ironmonger named Clark; that he had bought
from the trustee in bankruptcy some insurance policies
belonging to Clark at a rate below their market value ;
that the trustee had been removed, and that Roche
had been compelled to repay the value of the policies
in full with interest. The news caused scandal far and
wide. A question was put to Roche on the Metro-
politan Board of Works, which he parried by an-
nouncing his intention to sue the offending newspaper
for libel. But the action, though commenced, broke
down; Roche withdrew it and paid the costs. Then
the inevitable followed, and on April 17, 1880, he
was suspended from practice for two years at the
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